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ABSTRACT

This study encompassed the folloving areas: (a) need
for adult education, (b) knowledge concerning adult education, (c)
motives for wishing to participate in adult education, (d) obstacles
to participating in adult education, (e) plans for participation in
adult education, and (f) experience of adult education The pilot
survey, carried out in 1972, consisted of interviews co..iucted by 22
intervievers from the Interviev Unit of the Central Bureau of
Statistics. Parallel to the pilot survey, alternative data vere
collected through a combined questionnaire and interview survey. The
sain survey, carried out in late 1973 and early 1974, consisted of
interviews performed in six Swedish cities. Many of the specifics of
the above surveys are included in Bergsten, Bromsjo, and Rubenson
(1974) . Some of the results were as follows: (a) half of the persons
intervieved had some previous adult education within the past S
years; (b) educational interests were closely bound up with the
vocational role; (c) half the persons related desires to learn more
about their hobbies or interests; (4) the younger interviewees were
more interested in education connected with the parental role; and
(e) many vere interested in the rights and obligations of the
citizen. Additionally, this study mentions a substudy, dealing with
the participation and interest in adult education among undereducated «
young men, due to be issued early in 1975. (JCW) :
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In 1968 the National 3oard of Education and the Stockholm
School of Education embarked on a project entitled "Adult
education = opportunities and participation.

This project is made up of three sube-projects:

1) Adult education in Sweden = a structural survey

2) Study participation in three environments = an analysis
of recruitment conditions in adult education

3) Drop-out in five forms of adult education,

The first of these sub=-projects has been concluded, vid.
Report no. 54 from the Department of Educational and
Psychological Research of the Stockholm School of Education,
April 1971,

Sub=-project 2, now entitled "Adult education: A study of
needs and obstacles", commenced on 1,1, 1972, The present
bulletin describes the background and disposition of this
project together with some of the general resu'ts obtained
from the preparatory computer runs.
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Background and purpogse of the project

People with short compulsory education are not taking
vart in adult education to the extent whioch one would
like to see bearing in mind the rapidity of social change
and the demands which thic makes upon the individual, This
state of affairs is all the more regrettable in view of
the added importance which adult education can for various
reasons be expected to acquire. Consideration must there=~
fore be given while there is still time to possible means
of counteracting the tensions within and bvetween different
generations to which this may lead. Clearly it is not_
anough merely to arrange and offer education in the tradie
tional manner. The target groups do not respond to the
desired extent.s A different approach to the problem is
therefore needed. Efforts must be made to arrive at a
clear view of the ove.’all conditions of life of the cate
egory concerned, together with the various roles in whioch
they enact and the way in which they are interpreted, Only
-when this has been done will it be possible to say with
any degree of certainty how the educational society is
viewed and what changes may have to be effecteds Conse=
quently the motive aspect has an important part to play
in the plotting process which now appears to be more and
more urgently needed.

A review of previous research shows that there are many
possible motives for studying during adulthood, Often

. these motives are closely bound up with educational backe

ground and the different roles played by the adult, the
family role, the vocational role, the leisure rxole etoc.
Attitudes to different kinds of studies also change with
inoreasing age. But although there may be a need for stud-
iesy that need may be stifled at source, partly by the
external environment and partly due to psychological
factors, Sometimes, presumably, there may be a lack of
insight ooncerning the implications of studies and the
opporturities existing in society todaye. Again, the reqe
uisite education may not be available.
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This survey smets out, on the vasis of khe total conditions
of life and vrevious experience of the individual, with
short compulsory education to study the follewings

need of adult education

knowledge concerning adult education

motives for wishing to participate in adult education
obstacles to participation in adult education

plans for participation in adult education

experience of adult education

In this connection it is important to take into account
the individual’s position in the 1ife oycle.

If the problems defined above can be solved in such a way
as to supply knowledge concerning the relation of study
needs and obstacles to different roles and previous expe~
rience of the individual, it should then be possihle to
disseminate information and take other action in order
for the intentions underlying communal commitment to adult
education to have the effects intended,

Pilot survey and construction of instrumonts

The instrument construction process has been described in
Bergsten, Bromsjo, Rubenson (1972).

The pilot survey was carried out during the autumm of 1972
in three different municipalities in the County of Viste
manland, viz Visteris, Hallstahammar and Sala (excluding
the Parish of Sala itself).

Data were collected from the survey group by means of
visiting interviews conducted by 22 interviewers from the
Interview Unit of the Central Buvreau of Statistiocse. The
interviewers attended a specicl course of preparatory
traininges The experience derived from the pilot survey

has been described in Bergsten, Bromsjs, Rubenson (1973 b).
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Parallel to the processing of the pilot survey (from the autumn
term 1972), an alternative data collection procedure was tried out.
This procedure was a combined questionnaire and interview survey.
Those not replying to the questionnaire were followed up

in personal interviews. The results of this experiment
showed that the purposes of the project cannot be attained
solely by means of the combined method, The replies to the
questionnaire were not complete enough, and owing to the
large drop-out rate on the open questions, no detailed
insight was obtainable. In view of the experience thus
gained through this study, it was decided to collect data
for the main survey of the S0S-VUX project by means of
personal interviews, A more detailed account of the method
study is contained in Report 1o, 86, June 1973:

"The method of data collection - some viewpoints in the
light of a method study,"

Main survey

-Data for the main survey were collected during the period
October 1973 = February 1974. The interviews were conducted
by the Interview Unit of the Central Bureau of Statistics
in the following placest

Stockholm

Helsingborg

Karlskoga

Ornektldsvik

Sdve jo

Jérbo, Arsunda, Usterfirnebo.

The survey group comprised approximately 1,100 with short
compulsory education in the six places mentioned above,
aged 2832, 42-46, and 56-~60, Ninety per cent of those
contacted took part in the interview, which lasted for .
approximately one hour., in account of the collection of
data is given in Bergsten, Bromsji, Rubenson (1974)s The
same report also contains a degoripiion of the places
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sa2lected in teens of nomalation, eacnunic stracinme, o=

nloyment situation and adult education orpertunition,
Heasults

e following account deals with some of the general re-
sults obiained Irom the preparatory computer runs.

Half the persons interviewed had taken part in some form
of adult edvecation during the past five years, Twenty=[live
per cent of the survey group had attended courses run by
voluntary adult education organizations, 3y way oi compar-
ison, roughly 4 ner cent nad had previous experience of
municipal adult education, As regards more sneciilically
vocational education, 14 rer cent had attended courses
arranged by their employers and 3 per cent had undergone
labour market training.

The results indicate that educational interests are closely
bound up with the vocational role. Almost half the inter-
viewees wanted to learn more about some tonic conneccted
with their work. The principal motive for participation is
that of wanting to be able to cope with one's job. It was
less common for peorle to want to particinate in adult
education with a view to obtaining better pay or changing
Joba,

The reoreational importancé attached to education is re-
flected by the fact that half the persons intervicued
stated that they would like to learn more about their
hobbies or interestis.

The . younger interviewees were naturally more interested
than the older on2s in eduoation consected wi.n the naren~
tal role, Half of them stated that they would like %o learn
nmore about parenthoods, The preferences indicated concerning
vhe content of courses were very mush uoncerned wiith nersone
al relations, contflicis between the rencrations and the new

: 8000l nynton,
ERIC ;
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uite a sizeable group = 37 per cent = stated that they
would like to learn more about the rights and obligations
of the citizen. Of these, itwo-thirds wanted to attend a
course while the remainder preferred the idea of indepen=
dent study. Interest in independent studies is more wide=-
spread than has transpired in connection with adult educa=
tion generally: for instance, less than one=~fifth of those
desiring training for a hobby activity wanted to pursue
this training on their own, '

The survey included a number of questions as to the way
in which teaching should be arranged, its content and
scope and the working methods practised. Here we may men-
tion that 64 per cent of those who were interested in ed=
ucation for the sake of their current ocoupations were
prepared to participate if education took place during
working hours and with full pay. The corresponding figures
for "during leisure and working hours" (assuming the pay=
ment of full wages) and "during leisure hours only" were
-48 and 40 per cent respectively. One=third of interviewees
stated that training should be arranged by employers, The
corresponding figures for vocational school, municipal
adult education and voluntary adult education organizations
were 13, 16 and 14 per cent respectively.

Those who were interested in starting a course of studies

- were asked what working method they would prefer. This
question revealed emphatic preferences for Loth teacher-led
class instruction and study circle activities, On the other
han§ only a small number of persons could imagine themselves
studying in a group without a teacher or studying privately
with the opportunity of consulting a teacher,

One very important question is whether the potential intexr~
est in adult education recorded here will result in actual
participation, A forecast on this point requires not only
a knowledge of interests but also a measurement of preparede
ness for aoction., In order to arrive at a rough estimate of
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when they intended to begin thelr studies, Jixty per cent
replied "later than next term" or "don't know", This
suggests that actual participation will be far lowver than
the notential interest recorded, a conclusion which is
supported by the results of a long=term study forming rpart
of the project.

In this connection great attention must be devoted to
matters concerning social measures and information, liearly
half the interviewees could imagine themselves aliernating
between employment and studies if they could be paid while
studying, Of these no less than 96 per cent felt that stu-
dent pay should correspond to between 76 and 100 per cent
of their regular wageses It is also worth noting that 13 per
cent regarded opportunities of studying during paid working
hours as being the main issue on which future collective
bargaining should concentrates A further 19 per cent put
this matter second or third in order of importance,

Nearly 80 per cent of those asked replied that they had
received some form of information during the autumn con-
cerning adult education, Nearly all of them stated that
this information had taken the form of brochures. It is
interesting to note that the pilot study showed that less
than half the people receiving brochures had actually read
them,

The answers to the questions concerning information on
adult education show that a relatively large proportion of
the interviewees find this information inadequate, parti-
cularly on the cubject of the financial assistance availa-
ble to studentse.

Reporting

The S0S=VUX project will be reported in two phases, starting
in the autumn of 1974 The first phase will involve an
account of general resultss In the second rhase, arrangerc
of adult education and other interested nartiiesz will ve

given the opportunity of expressing requirements, tvased or
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the general results, concerning the analysis of findingse
Various reference groups will be set up to this ends A
report concerning attitudes to labour market training is
expected in December 1974,

The final report on the project will appear not later than
June 1976,

Subesgtudy

The project also includes a longitudinal study of interest
and pavticipation in adult education among under-educated
young men, This is a continuation of the survey which was
conducted at the Institute of Education of the University
of Gothenturg, aimed among other things at surveying any
study interest that might exist among under=educated boys
born in 1948 (Rubenson 1972).

The present survey should be seen against the background

"of the inadequate information available concerning the

interest taken by under~educated young persons in adult
education and the impediments to their participation,

More specifically, the purpose of thkis logitudinal study iss

- to investigate whether adult study plans have been realized
- to study the relationship of different background factors
to participation in different forms of adult education

- to survey motives for participation in adult eduwcation

- to survey recruitment channels |

- to survey impediments to participation in adult edusation

- to investigate whether any change has occurred in study
interests. '

A report on the survey will be issued early in 1975.

Reports from the projectt

Eliasson, T and HSglund, B (1971). Adult education in

Iiﬁ:Sweden. A sirvctural survey. Report no. 54 from the Departe-
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